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From the Executive Director

Friends, 
 
We are excited to share our 2018 Annual Report with you! It has 
been an exciting year and we give glory to God for all He has 
done! 
 
I want to personally thank all of the volunteers who have served 
our clients in 2018. Over 650 low-income clients have been 
served this year, and the impact is life-changing. It is so 
powerful to see our clients have the opportunity to sit across the 
table from a loving, trustworthy attorney who knows Jesus. Our 
clients often arrive at our clinics with the weight of the world on 
their shoulders. Many times, those problems include issues 
related to housing, family, or difficulty finding work. And so, to 
witness our volunteers serve these friends, and our volunteer 
attorneys provide valuable counsel, is truly wonderful. 
 
We look ahead to 2019 with great hope and enthusiasm. The 
need for the services provided by Christian Legal Aid of Los 
Angeles has never been greater. Together, by the power of God, 
we can impact the lives of hundreds of friends in Los Angeles 
County. 
 
Thank you for your partnership! 

Dean Wilson 
Executive Director 
Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles



At Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles, our mission is to 
share the love of Jesus Christ by cultivating a passion for 

justice in our community and providing free legal services 
and hope to those in need in Los Angeles County. 

 

CLA-LA in 2018

"He has shown you, O man, what is good; 
And what does the Lord require of you 

But to do justly,  
To love mercy, 

And to walk humbly with your God?" 
 

Micah 6:8 NKJV



Client Services 

500+

650+

At clinics and office hour appointments, CLA-LA 
provided more than 500 in-person legal consultations, 
where staff and volunteers met with clients and 
discussed their specific personal and legal situations.

In 2018 we served more than 650 clients through in- 
person attorney consultations, phone calls, and case- 
specific referrals to other resources or legal aid agencies.

19 We held nineteen legal clinics throughout Los Angeles 
County, including four clinics hosted through a pilot 
program at Desert Vineyard Church in Lancaster.

"The attorney answered all of my
questions. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart. You guys

are very special people."

"CLA-LA helped me a lot
making me feel calmer with
my legal issue. It has been a
blessing finding this place."  

"The service was excellent.
Thank you for doing this
important service to the
ones who need it most."  

"Speaking to an attorney was
helpful because I was given

important information guiding
the next step I should take." 



143
Volunteers

61 Attorney

23 Law Student

22 Legal Support

37 Non-Legal

Volunteers

Volunteers are the life and 
heart of CLA-LA's programs, 
providing not only legal advice 
but also a genuine welcome, 
personal prayer, and a sincere 
desire to listen to our client's 
stories and to honor each 
person's struggles and victories.

Our volunteers also bring their 
unique skill sets and histories to 
their service at CLA-LA, enabling 
them to serve as translators, legal 
specialists, IT assistants, spiritual 
advisors, mentors for law students, 
and skilled administrators who help 
ensure our clinics run smoothly. 

More than 140 people 
served at our clinics in 
2018, including 70+ 
who joined us for the 
first time this year. 
Together with our board 
they donated more than 
2,250 hours of service!

Law students and undergrads are 
essential members of the CLA-LA 
team, whether serving as interns 
or clinic volunteers. Their time 
with us allows them to explore 
career options and put newly- 
acquired skills to use for the good 
of the communities around them.



Howarth & Smith 
Parris Law Firm 
Patricia Oliver 

Walraven & Westerfeld 
Faithful Central Bible Church 

Hope for LA 
Berglund & Johnson 

Daniel Martin 
Jost Legal 

Thelisa Nunley 
Brian & Jessie Fahy 

Charles Suhayda 
Tim Burgett

Prayer Breakfast Sponsors

We celebrated our Twelfth 
Annual Prayer Breakfast on 

November 3, with Susan 
Burton as our keynote 

speaker. Ms. Burton shared 
her own experiences with 
the justice system, finding 

hope, and extending 
welcome to others who 

need help finding their feet. 
 

Our 200+ guests were also 
treated to the musical 

expertise and charisma of 
George Makinto,  an award- 

winning composer, 
arranger, lyricist, multi- 

instrumentalist and 
storyteller.  

www.cla-la.org/pb2018.html

A video of Susan Burton's keynote, a digital copy of the 
event program, and a special audio address from our 

Executive Director can be found on our website:



Who We Are 

SPONSORING CHURCHES

Cornerstone, West Los Angeles  
 Faithful Central Bible Church 

 King’s Church Long Beach  
 Pacific Crossroads Church  

 St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
 Young Nak Celebration Church 

INTERNSHIP & EDUCATION GRANT
The Hugh & Hazel Darling Foundation

Executive Director 
Dean Wilson 

 
Director of Legal Programs 

Susan Vincent, Esq.  
 

Office Administrator 
Selena Lomeli 

 

CLA-LA STAFF
Chairperson  
Rev. Charles Suhayda, Ph.D.  
 
President 
Terran Steinhart, Esq. 
 
Vice President  
Patricia Oliver, Esq.  
 
Secretary 
Tim Burgett, Esq. 
 
Chief Financial Officer  
Gary Maeder 
  
Directors 
Marie Brown 
Una Lee Jost, Esq.  
Kenisa Nunley 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



info@cla-la.org 
 

(323) 319-3559 
 

333 W. Florence Ave 
Inglewood, CA 90301

CONTACT US

Pursuing Justice, 
Bringing Hope, 
Changing Lives


