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PROGRAM
Theme: “Letting your light shine before the world.”

Benediction 

     Tim Burgett, World VisionWelcome, Opening Prayer, and Introduction of Keynote Speaker 

Keynote Speaker        Ken Liu, Director of Christian Legal Aid
        for the national Christian Legal Society

Introduction of Prayer Leader       Tim Burgett, World Vision

Scripture Reading and Prayer               Joel Larson, Associate Pastor-First
Presbyterian Church of Hollywood

Tim Burgett, World Vision

Carolyn Jefferson, CLA-LA 
Director of Legal Services

John Matthews, Associate Pastor-
Abundant Living Family Church

Carolyn Jefferson, CLA-LA 
Director of Legal Services

             Joel Larson, Associate Pastor-First
Presbyterian Church of Hollywood

             Summer Intern Testimonies

Kay Rustand, CLA-LA Secretary

       Ken Liu, Director of Christian Legal Aid 
       for the national Christian Legal Society

Introduction of Director of Legal Programs  

Legal Intern and Volunteer Attorney of the Year 

Slide: Why Volunteer? 

How to Volunteer 

Prayer for Volunteers and Clients 

Slide  

Donor Appeal  

Breakout Groups                           CLA-LA Facilitators          

Q & A 

Thank you to Sponsors and Attendees & Benediction Charles Suhayda, CLA-LA 
         Chairman of the Board



Keynote Speaker:

 Ken Liu, Director of Christian Legal Aid for the 
           national Christian Legal Society

Ken Liu joined the Christian Legal Society as Director of Christian Legal Aid in 2014. He is 
passionate about helping to start and grow Christian Legal Aid programs around the country. Ken 
has served with Good Samaritan Advocates (GSA), a Christian Legal Aid program in suburban 
Washington, D.C. in multiple capacities as volunteer attorney, board member, clinic co-director, 
and president.  Through his work with GSA, Ken is experienced in providing legal and spiritual 
counseling to low-income clients, and in many aspects of managing a legal aid program, including 
starting a program, recruiting and training volunteers, board governance, and fundraising.
Ken is also an attorney at Gammon & Grange, P.C, where he has practiced intellectual property and 
nonprofit law since 2001. He serves a broad range of nonprofits, churches, ministry organizations, 
and small businesses. Through his work there, Ken has extensive knowledge in the operational 
and legal aspects of nonprofit organizations and ministries.
Ken is a proud Wahoo from the University of Virginia and a graduate of Cornell Law School.  He 
lives with his wife and two boys in northern Virginia and worships at St. Mary’s Orthodox Church in 
Falls Church, VA.

*Bio taken from the Christian Legal Society website.



Our Mission 
To share the love of Jesus Christ by cultivating a passion for justice in our 
community and providing free legal services and hope to those in need in Los 
Angeles County. 

Our Approach 
The need for legal assistance is staggering: in Los Angeles County, there are 
6,136 potential clients for every one legal aid attorney working full-time to offer 
free legal services. This is especially urgent because crime, discrimination and 
many other injustices disproportionately affect the poor – those least able to 
afford legal help. To help meet this vast need, CLA-LA recruits and equips 
volunteers to meet the critical needs of our most vulnerable neighbors. This year 
alone we’ve empowered more than 150 attorneys and non-attorneys to assist 
those who cannot afford to hire a lawyer. 

Our volunteer-driven approach is unique in that CLA-LA cross-trains attorneys 
to handle crucial legal issues facing the poor so that they can competently serve 
beyond their usual area of practice. In addition, CLA-LA partners with 
established organizations  including Faithful Central Bible Church, Homeboys 
Industries, The Dream Center, LA Law Library, and Catholic Charities. 



Terry Steinhart Award- Volunteer Attorney of the Year

Lauren Bociago
Lauren is passionate about family law and providing the highest level of representation to clients. She  recently passed the 
Certified Family Law Specialist Exam and is awaiting final certification from the California Board of Legal Specialization, which 
she expects to receive later in 2020. She has extensive litigation and negotiation experience in all aspects of Family Law, 
including restraining orders, child and spousal support, custody and visitation, and property division. Lauren is a member of the 
Los Angeles County Bar Association, Santa Clarita Valley Bar Association, and San Fernando Valley Bar Association. She also 
provides pro bono legal services as a volunteer attorney for Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles.

Lauren graduated summa cum laude from California State University, Northridge with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, 
minoring in English Literature. She attended law school at Pepperdine University School of Law in Malibu, where 
she graduated cum laude. In addition to her J.D., Lauren received her Certificate in Dispute Resolution and her 
Certificate in Criminal Legal Practice. She also served as an Executive Editor of the Pepperdine Dispute Resolution Law 
Journal. 

Outside of work, Lauren enjoys Scuba Diving and travel, both domestic and international. She has a special love of London, 
England, where she spent her study abroad during law school. She volunteers as the Webmaster for a local dive 
club in her free time.

        Legal Intern of the Year 

Angel Garcia

Born in the unincorporated community of Walnut Park, California, located in the southeastern part of Los Angeles County, about 
twenty minutes from downtown, Angel came into this world to a humble background as the son of working-class parents. Ever 
since he was a child, he detected in himself a certain compassion and innate desire to help others, despite any circumstance, 
regardless of any background. Over the years, he has grown highly motivated to seek a position as a legal professional where he 
will have the clout to navigate incredibly complex systems to help several underrepresented groups.

As the result of working with several organizations, within various fields—education, consulting, social services, and legal—Angel 
discovered his passion for helping advanced underrepresented communities. In his former capacity within the non-profit sector in 
partnership with the City of Los Angeles he serviced several vulnerable populations. Angel has first-handedly witnessed the high 
need of legal aid to marginalized communities through the referral process. In his experience, he has acquired knowledge and 
skills through observation and experimentation in the professional setting. One of his main objectives for pursuing a legal 
education is, given his previous roles in social work, he has grown fond of social justice and public interest. He aspires to become 
an ethical, effective, and efficient legal professional in order to help mitigate problems encountered by vulnerable populations.

Angel had first formal contact with attorneys at the Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles who were a constant source of knowledge 
and support for vulnerable populations in need of pro bono assistance. He was struck and impressed by their ability to explain 
complex legal information to nervous and exhausted clients: law, he realized, was about more than procedure. Angel decided that 
he, too, will learn the legal system and, perhaps one day legal practice itself, in an attempt to balance a wealth of technical 
knowledge with his caring, warmth, and compassionate personality. On a daily basis, he operates institutionally and individually 
on the principles of professionalism, integrity, competence, dedication—all to uplift. These principles are more than mere words for 
they have become the culture Angel strives to foster and exhibit. Over the years Angel has grown confident the combination of his 
academic and professional experiences has provided him with the organization, interpersonal, and analytical skills that will help 
him thrive in law school and as an prospective attorney. With the meticulous plans he has outlined for himself, he plans to take the 
LSAT next fall and apply to law schools in the Southern California area. 

In his free time, he can be found recreating outdoors: running, hiking, walking Eevee the family dog, or reading a best-selling 
novel. Here’s a fun fact: Angel’s stature is 6’5″ and, yes, the weather up here is great!



Director of Legal Programs 
Carolyn Jefferson, Esq.        carolyn@cla-la.org

Carolyn Jefferson is the CLA-LA Director of Legal Programs. She is a former 
television news reporter turned litigation attorney. Carolyn graduated from 
McGeorge School of Law and received a Bachelor of Arts in Radio & 
Television from San Francisco State University. Carolyn began her legal 
career as a prosecutor. She was a zealous advocate for justice and a strong 
voice for crime victims. Carolyn conducted numerous jury and bench trials 
with  a conviction rate of close to 90%. Carolyn’s legal career also includes 
work in healthcare law and juvenile dependency representing abused and 
neglected children in the foster care system. In her free time, Carolyn loves to 
travel. She’s visited approximately 15 countries and counting!

Office Administrator
Chrystal Hicks chrystal@cla-la.org

Chrystal Hicks joined CLA-LA in 2019. Chrystal has a B.A. in Organizational 
Leadership and Development from Biola University and a Ministerial License 
from King’s University in Inglewood. Chrystal has worked in the private sector 
Ifor 13 years and she has 15 years of experience in the non-profit sector.

Chrystal loves the Lord, her family, and friends. Chrystal and her husband, 
Lucious, have been married for 17 years and they have one daughter 
together—Chrystyn. In addition, Chrystal has 5 “bonus” children and 9 
“bonus” grandchildren, and a “bonus” great-granddaughter. Her interests 
include traveling, cooking, shopping, reading, and doing needlepoint. She 
also enjoys volunteering at her daughter’s school, going to Dodger games, 
and serving in the Kingdom of God.

mailto:ellen@cla-la.org
mailto:chrystal@cla-la.org
mailto:ystal@cla-la.org


Our Clients 
The California Bar Association just released a study that showed 55 percent of Californians at 
all income levels experienced at least one civil legal issue in their household within the past 
year, yet nearly 70 percent of those with these problems received no legal assistance. In 2019 
and the beginning of 2020, CLA-LA partnered with local churches and parachurch 
organizations to fill this gap by assisting clients who needed help addressing housing 
concerns, their rights regarding evictions, navigating issues regarding custody of children, 
paying or receiving child support, becoming citizens or obtaining work authorization, seeking 
how to start a will or trust,  understanding the process of bankruptcy, or expunging their 
records, allowing them to reenter the workforce and find housing. 

55% 
of our clients are 

referred by partner 
organizations 

25% 
of our clients receive 

immediate help with forms 
and documents 

65% 
 our clients’ issues, if not 
resolved, would lead to 
homelessness

Our 
Clients 
Share 

“CLA-LA helped me a lot and made me feel more calm in my legal issue. 
It has been a blessing finding this place.” 

“The legal team showed me all the options available to me and most 
importantly, they prayed with me. “ 

“If we had not come we would have been at a disadvantage in court.” 

“I felt God’s love through their service. That gave me much hope!” 



Our Services 
At our weekend clinics, we provide free 60-90 minute consultations with volunteer legal teams 
led by licensed California attorneys. Our legal teams offer advice on and assistance with a 
wide range of legal issues. When time permits, our teams help clients review paperwork and 
fill out court forms. Each client is provided with a personalized Action Plan with steps to take 
on their own after leaving the clinic. Perhaps most importantly, volunteers and clients are 
encouraged to pray with each other, recognizing that true justice comes from God. 

During the week, our staff members offer referrals, hold office hours, and provide educational 
workshops. We connect with other ministries, churches, nonprofits, and legal aid 
organizations to better understand and serve our community. Our legal aid manual and 
MCLEs help attorneys effectively learn and serve. Last but not least, our summer internship 
program provides an invaluable experience to students in or considering law school, giving 
them  first-hand experience interacting with clients, performing legal  research, and connecting 
with Christian attorneys. 

Workshops & 
Office Hours 
Faithful Central 

Bible Church

Homeboy 
Industries 

Whittier Senior 
Center 

Dream Center

Bread of Life 
Church

Valley Vineyard 
Church

365+ 
Volunteers with Diverse 
Expertise & Experience 

1.1k+
Volunteer Hours
(November 2020-

October 2021)

270+
Low-Income 

Clients Served 
(November 2020-

October 2021)

Faithful Central Bible 
Church

Desert Vineyard Church 

First Presbyterian Church 
of Hollywood

King’s Church

Bread of Life Church

The Dream Center 

Faith Inspirational 
Missionary Baptist Church 

King’s Church Long Beach

Hale Morris Lewis Manor

Valley Vineyard Church 

Legal Clinics 

Homeboy Industries 

Cornerstone West LA 

Kingdom Reality LA

New City Church 

El Monte Wesleyan Church 

Long Beach Rescue Mission 



Your Support 
Your individual financial support makes our work possible. 
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, CLA-LA is able to offer free legal services to our most vulnerable 
low income neighbors. CLA-LA is a stand-alone 501(c)(3) organization with no parent legal aid program 
providing support for the services we offer. As a result, CLA-LA relies entirely upon private contributions for the 
funding to provide free legal services. In recent years, more than 50% of CLA-LA’s support has come from 
individuals, with the remainder contributed by foundations, law firms, other businesses, and local churches. 

Your contributions enable CLA-LA to serve hundreds of clients every year by 
providing for staff salaries and operational expenses. 
CLA-LA provides legal services to hundreds of clients each year through clinic visits, office appointments, and 
other consultations. Since March 2020, due to the COVID-19 pandemic these services have been provided 
through conference calls arranged with clients by our staff and volunteers. Each of these services is 
valued at $500-$2,000. Because our volunteers provide the overwhelming majority of our client 
consultations, your financial support is multiplied and our clients are able to access our volunteers’ wealth of 
experience. 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 (YTD)* 
Revenue $164,730 $164,518 $157,909 $151,354** $94,250*** 
Expenses $166,305 $183,897 $180,558 $148,674 $96,456 
Income (Loss) ($1,575) ($19,379) ($22,649)  $2,680 ($2,206) 

*January 1 - September 30, 2021
**Not including $26,800 Paycheck Protection Program loan, which was forgiven 

 ***Not including $26,800 Paycheck Protection Program loan, which was forgiven, 
or federal employee retention credits totaling $15,008 

We need your support to continue serving those in need! 
We appreciate and rely on both quarterly or monthly donations and year-end contributions. None of this would 
be possible without your continued support, prayers, and partnership. The need for free legal services for 
the poor in Los Angeles County substantially increased last year and this year as a result of the pandemic 
and resulting job losses and housing and other legal issues.This has created challenges, but it also 
provides an opportunity for CLA-LA to “step up” and provide even more valuable services to our 
community in its time of greater need. We can do that through our staff and our volunteers and donors who 
are able to maintain and, where possible, increase their contributions of time or financial support. 



Our Sponsors 

 Platinum Sponsors 
 Howarth & Smith

 Silver Sponsors
Berglund & Johnson Law Group

Patricia Oliver
Lydia and Daniel Wu

 Bronze Sponsors
        Marie Brown
Faithful Central Bible Church 

Pacific Crossroads Church / Hope for LA

Pearl Sponsors
Tim and Beverly Burgett

Don and Rose Ellen Eichenseer 
Jeffrey Koenig 
Kay Rustand

Charles Suhayda



Howarth & Smith 
Is pleased to support the 

Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles 

Don Howarth 
Suzelle Smith 

Howarth & Smith 
523 West 6th Street 

Suite 728 
Los Angeles, California  

90024 
213-955-9400

www.howarth-smith.com 

http://www.howarth-smith.com/






      
   Christian Legal Aid of Los Angeles thanks 

      THE HUGH & HAZEL 
              DARLING FOUNDATION 

     for their partnership that enables CLA-LA to 
       educate and train our interns, volunteers, 
       and clients to become ambassadors of justice.

       We are honored by their invaluable support.



 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a 
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV) 

“Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the 
cause of the poor and the oppressed. Rescue the 
weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand 
of the wicked.”

Psalms 82: 3-4 (NIV)

333 W. Florence Ave. Inglewood, CA 90301 • 323.319.3559 • info@cla-la.org 

mailto:info@cla-la.org
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